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Modern History 
 
Q2. What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore 
in their approach towards education and nationalism? 

 

Introduction 
 

 In brief discuss Gandhi and Tagore. 
 
Body 
 

 Give a brief account of views on the education of Gandhiji and Tagore. 

 Give a brief account of the views on nationalism of Gandhiji and Tagore. 

 Mention their different views on education and nationalism.  
 
Conclusion 

 Conclude accordingly. 
 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore, while both influential figures in India's 

history, had differing approaches and philosophies towards education. 
 
Body 
 
Mahatma Gandhi 
 
1. Practical and experiential education: Gandhi placed a strong emphasis on learning 
through hands-on experience and supported teaching methods that helped students 
relate their education to their daily lives. 
Example: Gandhi's notion of Nai Talim (basic education) focused on teaching skills like 

spinning, weaving, and farming, making education directly relevant to rural India's needs. 
 
 
2. Emphasis on moral and character development: Gandhi highlighted the importance 

of character-building and moral principles in education. He thought that education should 
make people become better people. 
Example: Gandhi's educational program at the Tolstoy Farm in South Africa attempted 
to promote the values of truth, nonviolence, and community living. 
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3. Education for self-reliance: Gandhi supported educational initiatives that gave people 
the tools they needed to be independent and self-sufficient. He viewed education as a 
path to financial security. 
Example: Gandhi encouraged the use of the spinning wheel (charkha) as a symbol of 

self-sufficiency and economic empowerment through education. 
 
Rabindranath Tagore 
 
1. Holistic and creative education: Tagore supported an approach to education that 
was holistic and fostered pupils' individuality and creativity. He emphasized the 
importance of literature, music, and the arts in schooling. 
As an illustration, Tagore's Visva-Bharati University combined the arts, crafts, and nature 
into its curriculum to promote a well-rounded education. 
 
2. Freedom in learning: Without constrictive frameworks or formal assessments, 
Tagore's educational system enabled students to freely pursue their interests and 
passions. 
With a focus on self-discovery, Tagore's "Shantiniketan" (Abode of Peace) gave children 
the opportunity to learn in a natural setting. 
 
3. Internationalism: Tagore's educational philosophy went beyond national borders and 
placed a strong emphasis on cultural interchange and a global outlook. 
Example: Visva-Bharati attracted students and scholars from various countries, 
promoting cross-cultural understanding and internationalism in education. 
 
Difference Between Their Views on Nationalism:  
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Conclusion 
 
Gandhiji and Tagore were both nationalists and humanists despite having distinct 

views on education and nationalism. Both were concerned with the tyranny of power and 
the enslavement of liberty for the petty goal of power. 
 
Q13. How did colonial rule affect the tribals in India and what was the tribal 
response to the colonial oppression? 
 

Introduction 

 Introduced with hoe colonial powers altered the lives and landscapes of 
indigenous tribes.  

Body 

 Write Impact of Colonial Rule on Tribal. 

 Highlight tribal Responses in the Form of Revolts. 

 Highlight tribal Responses to Colonial Oppression in other forms. 

Conclusion 

 Conclude with revolts not only symbolized resistance against colonial 
oppression but also contributed to the broader struggle for indigenous rights 
and autonomy. 

 

 
 
Introduction: 

 
The impact of colonial rule on India's tribal communities is a narrative marked by adversity 
and resilience. As colonial powers set foot on the Indian subcontinent, the lives and 

Aspect  Mahatma Gandhi  Rabindranath Tagore 

Definition of Nationalism. Part of universal struggles 
for justice and equality; 
viewed nationalism as a 
means for serving 
humanity. 

Criticized narrow, selfish, 
and exclusive nationalism; 
considered nationalism a 
menace and a source of 
power. 

Approach to Armed 
Nationalism. 

Strongly opposed armed 
nationalism and any form of 
hatred in its name. 

Expressly distressed by the 
fragmentation of the world 
and the pursuit of power 
through nationalism. 

Vision of Nationalism. Desired Indian nationalism 
to align with principles of 
justice, equality, and 
service to humanity. 

Believed nationalism 
should transcend power 
politics and focus on higher 
human ideals. 



 

Page | 4 
 

landscapes of indigenous tribes were profoundly altered. This transformation left a 
legacy of land dispossession, exploitative labor systems, cultural erosion, economic 
exploitation, and social discrimination. 
 
Impact of Colonial Rule on Tribals: 
 

 Displacement and Land Alienation: The colonial administration implemented 
land policies that led to the displacement and dispossession of tribal communities 
from their traditional lands. Forest laws, like the Indian Forest Act of 1865, 

facilitated the transfer of tribal lands to the British Crown. 

 Exploitative Labor Practices: The colonial authorities introduced coercive labor 
systems, such as the indentured labor system and the 'Coolie' system. 

 Cultural Erosion: The imposition of Western education, legal systems, and 
religion led to the erosion of tribal cultures, languages, and traditions. Conversion 
efforts by Christian missionaries and the suppression of indigenous beliefs and 

practices further alienated tribal communities. 

 Economic Exploitation: The colonial administration exploited tribal resources, 
including forests, minerals, and agricultural produce, to benefit the British 
economy.  

 Health Consequences: The arrival of colonial settlers introduced diseases 
that had devastating effects on tribal populations. The disruption of traditional 
healthcare systems led to higher mortality rates among tribal communities. 

 
Tribal Responses in the Form of Revolts: 
 

 Santhal Rebellion (1855-1856): The Santhal tribe revolted against land 
dispossession in Bihar, now Jharkhand. Led by tribal leaders like Sidhu and 
Kanhu, this rebellion was one of the earliest and most significant tribal revolts 
against colonial rule. 

 Munda Rebellion (1899-1900): Also known as the Ulgulan, this rebellion in 
Chotanagpur (Bihar and Jharkhand) was led by Birsa Munda. It was a protest 
against oppressive labor practices, land alienation, and cultural encroachment. 

 Moplah Rebellion (1921): Though not exclusively tribal, this peasant uprising in 
Malabar (Kerala) included participation from tribal communities who were victims 
of economic exploitation. 

 Jharkhand Movement (Early 20th Century): Emerging in the Chotanagpur 
Plateau, this movement sought to address the social and economic injustices 

faced by tribal communities. 

Tribal Responses to Colonial Oppression: 
 

 Forest Movements: Many tribal communities, particularly in central and eastern 
India, organized forest movements to resist encroachments on their traditional 
forest lands. The Chipko Movement in Uttarakhand and the Bishnoi Movement 

in Rajasthan are instances of such environmental activism. 
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 Cultural Preservation: Despite cultural erosion, several tribal communities 
actively worked to preserve their languages, traditions, and customs. Efforts were 
made to pass down indigenous knowledge to younger generations for instance in 
Khond Revolt. 

 Formation of Tribal Associations: Some tribal leaders formed associations and 
networks to advocate for tribal rights and socio-economic upliftment. These 
organizations aimed to raise awareness about tribal issues and lobby for their 
interests. 

 
The tribal revolts in India indirectly influenced the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 by: 
 

 Inspiring anti-colonial sentiment and unity among sepoys. 

 Exposing sepoys to British repression and harsh policies. 

 Creating shared grievances and a sense of common cause against colonial rule. 

 
 
Post-Independence Development: After gaining independence in 1947, the Indian 

government initiated various policies and programs aimed at tribal welfare and 
development. These included the Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the Indian Constitution, 
which provide special protections and representation for tribal areas and communities. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Colonial rule in India had detrimental consequences for tribal communities, leading to 
various tribal revolts as responses to land dispossession, exploitative labor practices, 
cultural erosion, economic exploitation, and social discrimination. These revolts not only 
symbolized resistance against colonial oppression but also contributed to the 
broader struggle for indigenous rights and autonomy. 
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