
O
u
tc

o
m

es
 o

f 
D

em
o
cr

a
cy

89

C
h
a
p
te

r 
7

Outcomes of
Democracy

Overview

As we begin to wind up our tour of democracy, it is time to move

beyond our discussion of specific themes and ask a general set of

questions: What does democracy do? Or, what outcomes can we

reasonably expect of democracy? Also, does democracy fulfil these

expectations in real life? We begin by thinking about how to assess

the outcomes of democracy. After some clarity on how to think on

this subject, we proceed to look at the expected and actual outcomes

of democracy in various respects: quality of government, economic

well-being, inequality, social differences and conflict and finally

freedom and dignity. Our final verdict – positive but qualified –

leads us to think about the challenges to democracy in the next

and final chapter.

2022-23



90

D
em

o
cr

a
ti
c 

P
o
li
ti
cs

How do we assess democracy’s outcomes?
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Is democracy all about coping with multiple pressures and

accommodating diverse demands?

2022-23



O
u
tc

o
m

es
 o

f 
D

em
o
cr

a
cy

91

Accountable, responsive and legitimate government
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Can you think of what

and how the

government knows

about you and your

family (for example

ration cards and

voter identity cards)?

What are the sources

of information for you

about the

government?
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Source: SDSA Team, State of Democracy in South Asia, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2007

Democracy is preferred
over dictatorship

everywhere except
Pakistan

South Asia28

62
10

62

Bangladesh India Nepal Pakistan Sri Lanka

Democracy is
preferable 69 70 62 37 71

Sometimes dictatorship

is better 6 9 10 14 11

Doesn’t
matter to me 25 21 28 49 18

Those who agree with one of

the statements

Very few doubt the suitability of democracy
for their own country
How suitable is democracy for your country?

Very suitable Suitable
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Overwhelming support for democracy
Those who agree with the rule of leaders elected by the people

Strongly agree Agree
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Economic growth and development
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Cartoon on this page

and next three pages tell

us about the disparities

between the rich and

poor.  Should the gains

of economic growth be

evenly distributed? How

can the poor get a voice

for a better share in a

nation? What can the

poor countries do to

receive a greater share

in the world’s wealth?
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Source: A Przeworski, M E Alvarez, J A Cheibub and F Limongi, Democracy and

Development: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990.

Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000.
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Reduction of inequality and poverty
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Accommodation of social diversity
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The two images depict two different kinds of

effects democratic politics can have on social

divisions. Take one example for each image

and write a paragraph each on the outcome

of democratic politics in both situations.






Dignity and freedom of the citizens
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The above cartoon and graph illustrate a point made in this section

(Dignity and freedom of the citizens). Underline the sentences from

this section which connect to the cartoon or graph.









Source: SDSA Team, State of Democracy in South

Asia, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2007.
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Belief in the efficacy of vote is placed above the
calculus of utility

Those who say that their vote makes a difference...

South Asia 65

Bangladesh  66

India   67

Nepal        75

Pakistan                                    50
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