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Power-sharing

Overview

With this chapter, we resume the tour of democracy that we started

last year. We noted last year that in a democracy all power does not

rest with any one organ of the government. An intelligent sharing of

power among legislature, executive and judiciary is very important to

the design of a democracy. In this and the next two chapters, we

carry this idea of power-sharing forward. We start with two stories

from Belgium and Sri Lanka. Both these stories are about how

democracies handle demands for power-sharing.The stories yield some

general conclusions about the need for power-sharing in democracy.

This allows us to discuss various forms of power-sharing that will be

taken up in the following two chapters.
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Belgium and Sri Lanka

I have a simple

equation in mind.

Sharing power =

dividing power =

weakening the

country. Why do we

start by talking of

this?
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Walloon (French-speaking)

Flemish (Dutch-speaking)

German-speaking

Brussels-Capital Region

Look at the maps of Belgium and Sri Lanka. In which

region, do you find concentration of different

communities?
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For more details, visit https://www.belgium.be/en
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Majoritarianism in Sri Lanka

   


      
  
    



      


  
   







    








     
   
    

Ethnic Communities
of Sri Lanka

Sinhalese

Sri Lankan Tamil

Indian Tamil

Muslim

For more details, visit https://www.gov.lk
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Accommodation in Belgium

    


    

       
    

     
    

   
   
    
 

    
   




      
 

 



 

The photograph here is of a street

address in Belgium. You will notice that

place names and directions in two

languages – French and Dutch.
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European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium
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The cartoon at the left refers to the

problems of running the Germany’s grand

coalition government that includes the two

major parties of the country, namely the

Christian Democratic Union and the

Social Democratic Party. The two parties

are historically rivals to each other. They

had to form a coalition government

because neither of them got clear majority

of seats on their own in the 2005

elections. They take divergent positions

on several policy matters, but still jointly

run the government.

For details about the German Parliament,

visit https://www.bundestag.de/en
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In 2005, some new laws were made in Russia giving more powers to

its president. During the same time the US president visited Russia.

What, according to this cartoon, is the relationship between democracy

and concentration of power? Can you think of some other examples to

illustrate the point being made here?

    

      

 
  
         


     
    
 

 
    
   

    


 


Forms of power-sharing
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