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Democracy
and
Diversity

Overview

In the last chapter, we saw how power can be distributed to

accommodate linguistic and regional diversities. But language and

region are not the only features that give a distinct identity to

people. Sometimes, people also identify themselves and relate with

others on the basis of their physical appearance, class, religion,

gender, caste, tribe, etc. In this chapter, we study how democracy

responds to social differences, divisions and inequalities. We begin

with an example of public expression of social divisions. We then

draw some general lessons about how social differences can take

various forms. We then turn to how democratic politics affects and

is affected by these social diversities.
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A Story from Mexico Olympics



 







 





















 


   
  

 

 
  

   
      

    
 
   
    
     

  
  




   
    

   


     


     
  
     
   



  


In 2005, the San Jose State University installed a 20-foot high sculpture representing the
protest by Tommie Smith and John Carlos. A photograph of the original medal ceremony

in 1968 is on the top.
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Differences, similarities, divisions
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A cartoon like this can be read by different
people to mean different things. What does

this cartoon mean to you? How do other
students in your class read this?
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Read these two poems by Dalit writers. Why do you think the
poster is titled ‘Hidden Apartheid’ ?
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Politics of social divisions
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In some societies of Northern Ireland, the colonies of Protestant and

Catholic communities are divided by walls. These walls are sometimes
filled with graffiti as you can see here. The Irish Republican Army and
British Government  signed an agreement in 2005. What does the graffiti
here tell about the conflict in the society?
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Draw or collect some
images of social divisions
in different aspects of life.
Can you think of some
examples of social
division or discrimination
in the field of sports?
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