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 Ancient History  
 
Q11. What are the main features of Vedic society and religion? Do you think some 
of the features are still prevailing in Indian society? 
 

Introduction 

● Discuss the main features of the Vedic society and religion. 
Body 

● Features that are similar to the practices taking place right now in the 
society, draw a similarity between them. 

Conclusion 

● Conclude accordingly. 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The Vedic period laid the foundation for many aspects of Indian society and religion 
that continue to influence contemporary India. The Vedic traditions are deeply rooted 

in the history and culture of the Indian subcontinent and have left a lasting impact on 
various aspects of modern Indian society and religion. 
 
Body 
 
Features from the Vedic Period that are still prevailing in Indian society. 

 

 The foundation for modern Hinduism was created by the Vedic religion, which 
incorporated Vedic practices, doctrines, and deities into its structure. Examples 
include the worship of gods like Shiva, Vishnu, and Devi, which has roots in Vedic 
philosophy. 

 Hinduism, which developed from Vedic traditions, continues to hold to the belief 
in a wide variety of gods and goddesses. For instance, many people worship 
deities like Lord Shiva, Lord Vishnu, and Goddess Durga. 

 Karma and reincarnation: Theories like karma and reincarnation continue to 
have a significant influence on spiritual behaviors and beliefs. Many Indians think 
that people have rebirths and consequences for their conduct. 

 
Despite being formally abolished, the caste system continues to have an impact on 
Indian culture. Marriage, employment, and social interactions are all impacted by 
persistent caste identities. 
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 Patriarchy: Despite modernization, patriarchy still exists in Indian society, and 
many households still see women as inferiors. 

 Religious Rituals: Yajnas, which are sacrifice rites, and pujas, which are worship 
rituals, are still practiced, demonstrating the lasting influence of Vedic rituals. 
Indian culture continues to be heavily influenced by rituals and celebrations. 
Hymns are recited and rites modeled in Vedic practices are carried out during 
weddings, festivals, and daily prayers. 

 Vedic chants and mantras are still repeated throughout religious rites, upholding 
oral traditions and ensuring cultural continuity. For instance, Banaras Vedic 
chanting. 

 Temple sculptures and artwork frequently feature representations of Vedic 
deities and myths, bridging the gap between traditional and contemporary cultural 
expressions.  

 Spirituality: Indian philosophy and spirituality still heavily rely on principles from 
the Vedas, such as dharma (righteousness), moksha (liberation), and the quest of 
knowledge. For instance, India is regarded as the world's spiritual powerhouse, 
and spirituality continues to dominate debates and discussions there. 

 Modern gurus and their teachings: Today's spiritual teachers and gurus derive 
their wisdom from Vedic literature and pass it on to seekers all around the world. 
Sadguru and Baba Ramdev, as examples. 

 Agriculture is still an important industry in India, continuing the legacy of the 
Aryans, who were predominantly farmers. 

 Cattle and Cow Worship: The love for cows in contemporary Hinduism is 
evidence that cattle, particularly cows, continue to have cultural and religious 
significance. For instance, the government provides incentives to farmers and uses 
Goushala and Gourakshak to safeguard cows. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Despite tremendous social and cultural change over millennia, the Vedic era's legacy 
is still deeply ingrained in modern Indian society, demonstrating the ongoing influence of 
these antiquated customs on the country's cultural fabric. 
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